Funding Mapping

Romania

Funding Programme

Name

Proiecte de Cercetare
Exploratorie — PCE 2026 /
Exploratory Research Projects
2026 (UEFISCDI, PNCDI IV,
Programul 5.1-IDEI)
https://uefiscdi.gov.ro/proiect
e-de-cercetare-exploratorie-
pce

Proiecte de cercetare pentru

National
(Romania)

National

Relevant
Activities

Fundamental/explor
atory scientific
research, 13 scientific
domains

Building

Target Funding & Status Experience

Groups & Co-funding

Eligibility

Targets: Value: Max Launched. Doctoral degree +

Individual 1,200,000 Lei Platform demonstrated

researchers  (RON)/project open from 23 internationall

via host (max. 36 June 2026. research track

institution months); total Deadline: 31 record
competition July 2026,

Applicants: budget 16:00

Project 80,000,000 Lei

director: PhD  (RON)

holder, Co-funding:

internationally None specified

recognised beyond state

expertise, funding; indirect

physically costs capped at

based at 20% of direct

Romanian costs

host

institution;

one

submission

per PCE/TE/PD

cycle

Targets: Value: Max Launched. Early-career

Challenges &
Considerations

Pure/exploratory
research focus —
limited direct fit for
"support structure”
design work; strict
one-proposal-per-
director rule

Small team-size and



Funding Programme
Name

stimularea tinerelor echipe
independente — TE 2026 /
Research Projects to Stimulate
Young Independent Teams 2026
(UEFISCDI, PNCDI IV)

https:

de-cercetare-pentru-
stimularea-tinerelor-echipe-

independente-te

uefiscdi.gov.ro/proiecte-

Proiecte de cercetare
postdoctoral& — PD 2026 /
Postdoctoral Research Projects
2026 (UEFISCDI, PNCDI IV,
Programul 5.2 Resurse Umane)
https://uefiscdi.gov.ro/proiecte-
de-cercetare-postdoctorala-pd

(Romani

a)

National
(Romani

a)

Relevant
Activities

independent early-

career research
teams

Continuing post-PhD
research careers

Target
Groups &

Eligibility

Young
researchers
(PhD <12
years) + min.
3-person
teamincl.1
PhD student

Applicants:
Director: first
PhD obtained
<12 years
before
submission;
full-time
employed at
host
institution;
one
submission
per PCE/TE/PD
cycle

Targets:
Postdoctoral
researchers +
mentor

Applicants:
Recent PhD
holder;
mentor may

Funding &
Co-funding

600,000 Lei
(RON)/project
(18-24 months)
Total
competition
budget
2.000.000 Lei
(RON)

Co-funding: Not

specified

Value: Total
competition
budget max.
35,000,000 Lei
(RON); Project
maximum
budget 300.000
Lei
(RON)/project,

Platform
open from 23
June 2026.
Deadline: 30
July 2026,
16:00

Launched.
Platform
open from 30
June 2026.
Deadline: 28
July 2026,
16:00

Experience Challenges &

Considerations

doctoral budget; narrow fit for
VET/support-

structure objectives

researcher status

Recent doctorate  Postdoc-specific
+ mentor

darrangement



Funding Programme
Name

Proiect Experimental
Demonstrativ — PED 2026 /
Experimental Demonstrative
Project 2026 (UEFISCDI, PNCDI IV)

Proiect de Transfer la Operatorul
Economic — PTE 2026 /
Technology Transfer Project to
the Economic Operator 2026
(UEFISCDI, PNCDI IV,
subprogramul Parteneriate
pentru competitivitate)

Level /

Region

Relevant
Activities

Developing/testing
experimental
demonstrators (TRL
2-3 — TRL 3-4) for
new/improved
products,
technologies,
methods, systems or
services

Transferring
research
results/technology
to a named
company for
commercial uptake
(industrial research,

Target
Groups &
Eligibility

support up to
3 proposals;
one
submission
per PCE/TE/PD
cycle

Targets:
Research
organisations
partnered
with R&D-
active
enterprises

Applicants:
Public/private
research
organisations,
in partnership
with
companies

Targets:
Research
centres/institu
tes partnered
with an
economic
operator (22

Funding &
Co-funding

for a maximum
24 months
Co-funding: Not
specified;
indirect costs
capped at 20%
(excl.
equipment)

Value: Max
750,000 Lei
(RON)/project
(12-24 months);
competition
budget
67,220,000 Lei
(RON)
Co-funding:
Company
partner must
co-finance per
state-aid rules
(exact rate not
specified)

Value: Max
1,500,000 Lei
(RON)/project;
competition
budget
67,220,000 Lei
(RON)

Status Experience

Launched. Applied R&D
Deadline: 15 results already at
September TRL 2-3

2026, 16:00;

platform

opened 6

July 2026

Launched. Existing, transfer-
Deadline:16  ready research
September result; established
2026, 16:00; company partner
platform

opened 6

July 2026

Challenges &
Considerations

Requires an industry
partner from the
outset;
demonstrator-stage
funding only, not
infrastructure/govern
ance

Requires an identified
receiving company
with 2+ years of
positive financial
results; one proposal
per director



Funding Programme
Name

https://uefiscdi.gov.ro
de-transfer-la-operatorul-
economic

roiect-

STEP-LLL — Competente pentru
viitor: formare la locul de munca
si educatia adultilor in
tehnologiile critice — Adulti /
STEP-LLL — Skills for the Future:
Workplace Training and Adult
Education in Critical Technologies
— Adults (PEO, Priority 11, STEP
initiative)
https://mfe.gov.ro/ghiduri_peos

step-lll-competente-pentru-
viitor-formare-la-locul-de-

munca-si-educatia-adultilor-in-
tehnologiile-critice-adulti/

Level /

Region

Relevant
Activities

experimental
development,
innovation activities)

Workplace training &

adult education in
STEP critical

technologies (digital,

deep-tech, biotech);
career guidance for

jobseekers into STEP

sectors

Target
Groups &
Eligibility

years active,
positive
financials)

Applicants:
Research
organisation
+ partnered
enterprise
(public or
private)
active in
Romania

Targets:
Accredited
public/private
employment-
service and
training
providers,
sectoral
confederation
s, professional
associations

Applicants:
Accredited
employment-
service/trainin
g providers;
trade/employ

Funding & Status Experience

Co-funding

Co-funding:
Company
partner co-
financing
required per
state-aid
scheme; 230% of
requested state
budget must go
to experimental
development

Value: Budget: Launched —  Accreditation as
€92,000,000 final Guide training/employm
(100% ESF+ published, no ent-service
funded) longer in provider
Co-funding: 0%  consultation;
co-financing MySMIS2021
(explicit opens
exception to 29.05.2026
normal PEO 16:00
minimum co- MySMIS2021
financing rule) closes

28.08.2026

16:00

Challenges &
Considerations

Very close fit to
COVE-EXSEE's training
mission; worth
confirming exact
MySMIS
opening/closing
dates directly with AM
POEO (Managing
Authority for the
Education and
Employment
Programme)



Funding Programme
Name

STEP-EDU: dezvoltarea si National
modernizarea ofertelor (ESF+,

educationale universitare in 100% EU-
domeniile tehnologice critice — funded)
Adulti / STEP-EDU: Developing and  (Romani

Modernising University a)
Educational Offers in Critical
Technology Fields — Adults (PEO,
Priority 11, Action 11.g.], ESO4.7)
https://mfe.gov.ro/ghiduri _peos/

ghidul-solicitantului-step-edu-
dezvoltarea-si-modernizarea-

ofertelor-educationale-

universitare-in-domeniile-

tehnologice—critice—adultiZ

Relevant
Activities

Modernising/adaptin
g university curricula
(bachelor's/master's
) in STEP fields
(digital, deep-tech,
clean/resource-
efficient tech,
biotech); training
university teaching
staff; student-facing
applied
labs/modules;
optional university
business incubators
for student
prototyping (up to
€100,000/student in
milestone-based
grants)

Target
Groups &

Eligibility

er
confederation
s; sectoral
non-profit
associations;
research/train
ing institutes

Targets:
Unemployed
and
employed
persons over
29 years old

Applicants:
Sole eligible
applicants:
public and
private
universities.
Eligible
partners:
universities,
authorised
public/private
continuing-
training (FPC)
providers,
training/resea
rch institutes

Funding &
Co-funding

Value: Call
budget:
€120,000,000;
project value:

min. €6,500,000

- max.
€20,000,000
(benchmark:

€13,038/particip

ant)

Co-funding: 0%

—100% EU-
funded, no co-
financing
required

Still in public
consultation
(published
20.03.2026);
opening/clos
ing dates in
MySMIS2021
are blank
placeholders
— not yet
formally
launched

Experience

Universities need
relevant partners
with documented
experience
delivering STEP-
domain
training/curricula
to qualify as
partners

Challenges &
Considerations

Very large project
minimums (€6.5M
floor) mean this suits
a large university
consortium, not a
single small project;
base activities
(curriculum + student
labs) mandatory;
incubator component
optional



Funding Programme
Name

Relevant
Activities

Target
Groups &

Eligibility

Funding &
Co-funding

Experience

Challenges &
Considerations

STEP-EDU: dezvoltarea si National Same core activities Targets: Youth Value: Call Still in public ~ Same as above Smaller total budget
modernizarea ofertelor (ESF+, as the Adults call aged15upto budget: consultation (€54M vs €120M)
educationale universitare in 100% EU-  (curriculum (not €54,045,849; (published than the Adults call
domeniile tehnologice critice — funded) modernisation, including) 29  project value: 20.03.2026); means fewer projects
Tineri | STEP-EDU: Developing and (Romani student labs, min. €6,500,000 dates blank can be funded even
Modernising University a) optional business Applicants: - max. — not yet though the same
Educational Offers in Critical incubators), but Sole eligible €20,000,000 formally €6.5M project floor
Technology Fields - Youth (PEO, framed around applicants: (same per- launched applies

Priority 12, Action 12.a.], ESO4.1) youth employability  public and participant

Link: and STEM career private benchmark)

httos://mfe.gov.ro/ahiduri peos transitions, with universities. Co-funding: 0%

ghidul-solicitantului-step-edu- explicit attention to Eligible —100% EU-

dezvoltarea-si-modernizarea- disadvantaged partners: funded

ofertelor-educationale- youth and gender universities,

universitare-in-domeniile- gaps authorised

FPC providers,
training/resea
rch institutes

tehnologice-critice-tineri/




Greece

Funding Programme Name

ERDF -

Strengthening Research Infrastructures in
Priority Sectors of the South Aegean Region
Link: https://pepna.gr/el/calls/
enishysi-ereynitikon-ypodomon
-se-tomeis-proteraiotitas-tis-perifereias?utm

ERDF/RIS3

Partnerships between
Enterprises

of the lonian Islands Region
and Research and

Region
al
(Greec

e)

Region
al
(Greec

e)

Relevant
Activities

Research
equipment,
laboratories,
software,
demonstrators
and applied
research

infrastructures.

Industrial
research,
experimental
development,
innovative

Target
Groups &
Eligibility

Targets:
Researchers
, enterprises,
regional
innovation
actors and,
indirectly,
VET learners
and trainers.

Applicants:
public
research
bodies and
research
and
knowledge-
disseminati
on
organisation
s active in
the South
Aegean.

Targets:
SMEs,
research
organisation
S,

Funding Stat Experie
& Co- us nce
funding

Value: Open No
1.000.000
total call
budget
Co-
funding:
No
general
private
contributi
onis
stated.

Value: Open No
€4,000,00

0 total,

€50,000-

€400,000

Challenges &
Consideratio
ns

The projects
must establish
or upgrade

an eligible
research
infrastructure
located

and operating
in the South
Aegean.

A stand-alone
VET activity is
not sufficient.
Training tools
or learning



Funding Programme Name

Knowledge-
Dissemination Organisations —
IONG7

Relevant Target
Activities Groups &

Eligibility

products and  industrial

services, personnel
process and
optimisation regional
and innovation
enterprise— ecosystems.
research

cooperation. Applicants:
Development  Partnerships
of training involving
technologies,  existing
industrial enterprises

demonstrators, with an
digital learning establishme

tools and ntin the
sectoral lonian
innovation Islands
solutions. and
research
centres,

institutes or
university

laboratories.

Funding Stat Experie
& Co- us nce
funding

per
project.
Co-
funding:
Yes, for
participati
ng
enterprise
S.

The rate
depends
on the
state-aid
category,
enterprise
size and
type of
research
activity.
The
enterprise
share
must
represent
at least
40% of the
total
eligible
project
budget.

Challenges &
Consideratio
ns

facilities must
result

from a genuine
research and
innovation
project

with an eligible
regional
enterprise



Funding Programme Name

Just Transition Fund - Western Macedonia Region
and Megalopoli - Empowerment Opportunity for Existing SMEs al
Link: (Greec

%CE%B5%CE%BD%CE%B4%CF%85%CE%BD%CE%AC%CE%BC%CF%89%CF%

83%CE%B7%CF%82-
%CF%85%CF%86%CE%B9%CF%83%CF%84%CE%AC%CE%BC%CE%B5%CE%
BD%CF%89%CE%BD-%CE%BC%CE%BC/?utm

Just Transition Fund - Western Macedonia Region
and Megalopoli - Empowerment Opportunity for Existing SMEs - DAM21,  al
Investement Plans of new and under (GREEC
Establishment SMEs. E)

Link: https://efepae.gr/drasi/%CE%B5%CE%BD%CE%AF%
CF%83%CF%87%CF%85%CF%83%CE%B7-%CE%B5%
CF%80%CE%B5%CE%BD%CE%B4%
CF%85%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8E%CE%BD-
%CF%83%CF%87%CE%B5%CE%B4%CE%AF%CF%89

Relevant
Activities

Technology
and
equipment
acquisition,
digitalisation,
energy
upgrading,
service
modernisation
and SME
competitivene
ss.

New
productive
investments,
equipment,
digital and
green
technologies,
new services
and

Target
Groups &
Eligibility

Targets:
micro and
small
enterprises

Applicants:
Existing
micro and
small
enterprises
in

Western
Macedonia
and the
municipaliti
es

of
Megalopolis,
QOichalig,
Gortynia
and Tripoli.

Targets:
Start-ups,
SMEs

Applicants:
New and
under-
establishme
nt SMEs (or

Funding Stat
& Co- us
funding

Experie
nce

Value:
€20,000,0
00 total,
€2,000-
€20,000
per
investmen
t.

Co-
funding:
Yes. Grant:
75%;
private
contributi
on: 25%

Open No

Value:
€40,000,0
00 total
call
budget
Co-
funding:
Yes. Grant:
70% for

Open No

Challenges &
Consideratio
ns

Very small
project ceiling
and an
imminent
deadline.
Appropriate for
individual
employer
partners.

Only
Companies

can apply



Funding Programme Name

%CE%BD-%CE%BD
%CE%AD%CF%89%CE%BD-%CE%BA%CE%BI-3/

Western Macedonia and Megalopolis,
Just Transition Fund - DAM22 -
Investment

Plans of

Existing

SMEs in Mainland

Just Transition Areas

Link: https://efepae.gr/drasi/%CE%B5%CE%BD%CE%AF%
CF%83%CF%87%CF%85%CF%83%CE%B7-
%CE%B5%CF%80%CE%B5%CE%BD%

CE%B4%CF%85%

CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8E%CE%BD~%CF%83%CF%87%CE%B5%CE%

B4%CE%AF%CF%89%CE%BD-

%CF%85%CF%86%CE%B9%CF%83%CF%84%CE%AC-3/?utm

Region
al
(GREEC

E)

Relevant
Activities

employment
creation.
Training,
Infrastructure
Digital

Productive
modernisation,
decarbonisatio
n, equipment,
digital
transformation
and new
services.
Infrastructure,
Training,
Digital

Target
Groups &

Eligibility

Micro) in
eligible Just
Transition
areas.

Targets:
Existing
SMEs,
workers and
local supply
chains

Applicants:
Existing
micro, small
and
medium-
sized
enterprises.

Funding
& Co-
funding

micro and
small
enterprise
s and 60%
for
medium-
sized
enterprise
S.

Value:
€40,000,0
00 total,
€300,000
€12,000,00
0 per
project
Co-
funding:
Yes. Grant:
70% for
micro and
small
enterprise
s

and 60%
for
medium-
sized
enterprise

Stat
us nce

Experie

Open No

Challenges &
Consideratio
ns

Training
infrastructure
must support
the enterprise’s
productive
investment -
rather than
operate as an
independent
education
project



Funding Programme Name

Western Macedonia and Megalopolis,

Just Transition Fund - DAM23 - Productive Investments by Existing
Large Enterprises in Mainland Just Transition Areas

Link: https://efepae.gr/drasi/%CE%B5%CE%BD%CE%AF%C

F%83%CF%87%CF%

85%CF%83%CE%B7-%CE%B5%CF%80%CE%B5%CE%

BD%CE%B4%CF%85%

CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8E%CE%BD-%CF%83%

CF%87%CE%B5%CE%B4%CE%AF%CF%89%CE%BD-%CF%80%

CE%BI%CF%81%CE%BI%CE%B3%CF%89-5/?utm

National — Greece, ESF+ Human Resources and Social Cohesion

Programme ESF+ Practical Training in
Higher Education

— Academic

Years

2024-2025,

Region

Nation
al
(GREEC

E)

Relevant
Activities

Major
industrial
transformation
decarbonisatio
n,

productive
diversification
and new
employment -
Infrastructure,
Trainning,
Digital

Training -
Remunerated
practical
training

for first-cycle
university

Target
Groups &

Eligibility

Targets:
Existing
large
enterprises,
industrial
employees

Applicants:
Existing
large
enterprises
with at
least one
complete
closed
financial
year and
an eligible
investment
in the Just
Transition
territories

Targets:
Undergradu
ate students
enrolled in
Greek
universities

Funding Stat Experie
& Co- us nce
funding

Value: Open No
€30,000,0

00 total,

€5-40

million per

project.

Co-

funding:

Yes

Value: Open No
€60

million

total

program

me

Challenges &
Consideratio
ns

The minimum
investment is
€5 million

and the
educational
component
cannot

be the primary
investment
objective

Access
depends on a
student’s
university and
department.



Funding Programme Name

2025-2026 and 2026-2027 -

Link: https://espa-anthropinodynamiko.ar/invitation/ekp38-praktiki-

askisi-tritovathmias-ekpaidefsis-ak
-eton-2024-2025-2025-2026-kai-2026-2027/?2utm

Erasmus+ KAI — Mobility of VET Learners and Staff,

KAI21-VET [ KA122-VET

Link: https:[waw.iky.grlen[erosmus[follow—up—
onnouncement—of—the—notionol—ogency[

EU
(GREEC

E)

Relevant
Activities

students;
accident
insurance;
publication of
placements
through the
ATLAS system;
connections
between
universities
and
employers.

Training -
Mobility -
Learner and
apprentice

Target
Groups &

Eligibility

whose study
programme
s include
mandatory
or optional
practical
training.

Applicants:
Students
apply
through
calls issued
by their
department
or university.
Employers
can register
placements
in ATLAS but
do not
submit
funding
proposals
under the
central call.

Targets:
Initial and
continuing

VET learners,

Funding Stat Experie
& Co- us nce
funding

budget.
Co-
funding:
No private
co-
financing
is
indicated
for
students.
The
internship
sare
financed
through
the
approved
university
operation
S.

Value:No Close No
single d

project

ceiling.

Challenges &
Consideratio
ns

Closed for 2026
VET funding
proposals in
Greece. The



Funding Programme Name Relevant Target Funding Stat Experie Challenges &
Activities Groups & &Co- us nce Consideratio

Eligibility funding ns

mobility, staff recent VET Co- Greek National
https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu training, graduates,  funding: Agency applied
programme-guide/ job shadowing, VET No fixed the 19 February
part-b/key-action-1/mobility-vet teaching teachers, co- 2026 deadline
assignments,  trainers and funding and did not
skills staff. rate, announce d
competitions, although second VET
long-term Applicants:  beneficiari round. Only
ErasmusPro VET es may Adult Education
mobility; providers, need to has a second
preparatory local and suppleme KAI122 round in
visits, regional nt unit Greece in
work-based authorities  contributi October 2026.
learning with a VET ons with
abroad role, their own
companies  resources.
and

organisation
s

hosting or
training VET
learners
accredited
mobility-
consortium
coordinator
s.

Erasmus Accreditation in VET — EU Training, Targets: VET Value:No Open No Accreditation
KAT20-VET (GREEC Mobility - providers, immediat does not itself

Link: https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/programme- E) Development  learners e grant. award a grant.



Funding Programme Name Relevant Target Funding Stat Experie Challenges &

Activities Groups & &Co- us nce Consideratio

Eligibility funding ns

quide/part-b/key-action-1/ of a long-term Accreditat The applicant
erasmus-accre Erasmus Plan;  Applicants:  ion must present a
ditation-vet-schools-adult-ed internationalis  VET provides credible
ucation?utm ation of VET; providers; access to multiannual
learner and local or future Erasmus Plan
staff mobility regional annual and comply
strategy; authorities KA121 with the
establishment and funding Erasmus
of a national coordinatio  applicatio quality
mobility n bodies ns. standards
consortium. with a VET Co-
role; funding:
companies  Not
and applicabl
organisation e atthe
s working accreditat
with ion stage.
VET learners  Future
and mobility
apprentices. grants
follow
Erasmus+
unit-cost
rules.
Erasmus+ KA210-VET - EU Training - Targets: VET ~ Value: Open No The same
Small-scale Partnerships in Vocational Education and Training (GREEC Development learners, Two organisation
Link: https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu E) and testing of  apprentices, predefine may
[programme small-scale trainers, d lump- participate in
-guide/part-b/key-action-2/small-scale-partnerships?utm VET initiatives;  teachers, sum no more than
exchange of in-company options: five KA210



Funding Programme Name

Relevant
Activities

good
practices;
development
of training
materials and
innovative
teaching
approaches;
digital and
green skills;
inclusion;
cooperation
between

VET providers
and
enterprises;
local and
regional skills
initiatives;
transnational
learning,
teaching and
training
activities.

Target Funding
Groups & &Co-

Eligibility funding

trainers, €30,000

SMEs, or

local and €60,000

regional VET per

stakeholder project.

S. Co-
funding:

Applicants:  No formal

Any public co-

or private financing

organisation percentag

established eis

inan EU specified.

Member

State or

Erasmus+-

associated

country.

A minimum

of two

organisation

s from two

different

eligible

countries is

required.

The

applicant

submits on

behalf of the

partnership

Stat
us

Experie
nce

Challenges &
Consideratio
ns

applications
overall per
deadline,
either as
applicant or
partner.

A second
application
round is not
automatic and
depends on the
National
Agency.



Funding Programme Name

National — Greece; ESF+, under the Programme “Human Resources and
Social Cohesion 2021-2027", Priority 3: Education and Lifelong Learning.
The call falls under Specific Objective ESO4.7 concerning lifelong
learning and career transitions.

Link: https:[Zespo—onthropinodynamiko.grlinvitqtion
Zekpqidefsi—kqi—epimorfosi—ekpoidefton—

enilikon-epangelmatikis-ekpaidefsis-katartisis-kai-dia-viou-mathisis—

d-v-m/?utm

Level

/

Regio
n

Nation
al
(GREEC

E)

Relevant
Activities

Training -
Education and
Professional
Development
of Adult
Educators in
Vocational
Education and
Training

and Lifelong
Learning

Target
Groups &
Eligibility

to its
National
Agency, for
a Greek
applicant,
this is IKY.

Targets:
Adult
educators;
VET
teachers
and trainers;
trainers of
trainers;
assessors;
staff
responsible
for the
design and
implementa
tion of
lifelong-
learning
programme
S;

Applicants:
Public
Organisatio
ns

Funding
& Co-
funding

Value:
11040000
Co-
funding:
No private
co-
financing
is
indicated
for the
designate
d public
beneficiari
es.

Stat
us

Open

Experie
nce

No

Challenges &
Consideratio
ns

The call is
restricted to
two specifically
identified
national bodies
and therefore
does not
provide a direct
application
route for

VET centres or
CoVE
partnerships.Ac
cess for
external VET
providers may
only arise later
through
procurement,
implementatio
n contracts,
consultations
or pilot
activities.



Central European

Funding Programme Name

Erasmus+ -Centres of Vocational Excellence (CoVE)

Link: https://erasmus-

plus.ec.europo.eu[ progromme—guide[ part—b[key—

action-2/centres-of-vocational-excellence

Erasmus+ — Alliances for InnovationEU

Link: https://erasmus-

plus.ec.europa.eu/programme-guide/part-b/key-

action-2/alliances-for-innovation

Erasmus+ — Forward-Looking Projects

Link: https://www.eacea.ec.europa.eu/news-

events/events/online-info-session-forward-

EU
(Europe)

EU
(Europe)

EU
(Europe)

Relevant
Activities

CoVE
development; VET
excellence
ecosystems;
education—
industry
cooperation;
capacity building;
green/digital
skills; joint training
resource

VET-HE-business
cooperation;
sectoral skills
strategies;
curricula;
emerging skills;
innovation in
education and
training

Innovative VET
approaches;

policy

Target Groups
& Eligibility

Targets: VET
providers,
companies,
research
organisations,
public
authorities,
learners

Applicants:
Transnational
consortia of
eligible
organisations

Targets: VET, HE,
enterprises,
sectoral
organisations,
learners/workfor
ce

Applicants:
Eligible
transnational
consortia

Targets:
Education/traini

ng

Funding
& Co-

funding

Value: Call  Active

specific program

Co- me;

funding: calls

call- publishe

specific d under
Erasmus
+

Value: Active

Call program

specific  me

Co-

funding:

call-

specific

Value:  Subject to
Call annual
specific Erasmus+

Experience

EWF/consorti
um has direct
CoVE
experience

EWF has
experience
on the AFI
projects

Direct
experience -
COVE-EXSEE

Challenges &
Consideratio
ns

Large
consortium and
highly
competitive;
designed for
substantial
ecosystem-
level
cooperation

Large
consortium;
strong sectoral
and innovation
dimension
required

Availability and
priorities
depend on



Funding Programme Name

Relevant
Activities

Target Groups
& Eligibility

Funding Status

& Co-

funding

Experience

Challenges &
Consideratio
ns

looking-projects-school-education-vocational-
education-and-training-2025-03-11 _en

Erasmus+ — Capacity Building in VET EU

Link: https://erasmus- (Europe)
lus.ec.europa.eu/opportunities/organisations/coo

peration-among-organisations-and-
institutions[copocity—building—vet

Horizon Europe — Cluster 4: Digital, Industry and EU
Space (Europe)
Link: https://research-and-
innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-
opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-

experimentation;
transferability;
mainstreaming
and scaling
educational
innovation

VET capacity
building;
curriculum
development;
trainer
development;
labour-market
responsiveness;
international
transfer

Advanced
manufacturing;
Al; robotics; digital
twins; advanced
materials;

organisations,
public
authorities,
social partners
and other
relevant actors

Applicants:
Call/topic-
specific
transnational
consortia-

Targets: VET
organisations
and
stakeholders in
eligible partner
regions

Applicants:
Partnerships
involving eligible
third countries
not associated
to Erasmus+

Targets: Industry,
SMEs,
universities,
RTOs, technology
organisations

Co- programmi
funding ng

:call-

specific

Active
subject to
regional
calls

Value:
Call-
specific
Co-
funding
: Call-
specific

Active
programme

Value:
Topic-
specific
Co-
funding

is funded
under this
action

Potential
relevance for
future
geographic
expansion

Relevant to
EWF's
advanced
manufacturin
g ecosystem

annual work
programmes/c
alls

Not suitable as
a general
continuation
fund for existing
support
structures;
geographic
eligibility
restrictions

Strong R&!
component
required; not
suitable for
standalone VET



Funding Programme Name

Relevant
Activities

Target Groups
& Eligibility

Funding Status

& Co-

funding

Experience

Challenges &
Consideratio
ns

colls[horizon—europe[cluster—4—digitol—industry—

and-space_en

Horizon Europe — European Innovation Ecosystems ~ EU
(EIE) (Europe)

Link: https://research-and-

innovotion.ec.europo.euqunding[funding—
opportunities[funding—progrommes—ond—open—

calls/horizon-europe/european-innovation-
ecosystems_en

Interregional Innovation Investments (13) - strand1  EU

Link: (Europe)
https://eismea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/interregi
onal-innovation-investments-i3-instrument_en

industrial
digitalisation;
circular industry;
demonstration

Innovation
ecosystems;
regional
cooperation;
innovation
uptake; scaling;
SME-research—
education
cooperation

Interregional
innovation
investments;
advanced
manufacturing;
demonstration;
SME uptake;
scaling; S3 value
chains

Applicants:
Eligible Horizon
Europe consortia
according to
topic

Targets:
Innovation
agencies,
clusters, SMEs,
research/educat
ion actors, public
authorities

Applicants:
Topic-specific
transnational
consortia

Targets:
Regional
innovation
ecosystems,
SMEs,
research/educat
ion
organisations,
public
authorities

Applicants:

Depen
ds on
action

type

Active
programme

Value:
Topic-
specific
Co-
funding
: Topic-
specific

Active
instrument

Value:
Call-
specific
Co-
funding
:Call-
specific

Relevant to
CoVE
ecosystem
approach

N/A

delivery

Calls require
strong
innovation
ecosystem
rationale

Requires
mature
investment
projects and
strong
interregional/s3
alignment



Funding Programme Name

Relevant
Activities

Target Groups
& Eligibility

Funding Status

& Co-

Experience

funding

Challenges &
Consideratio
ns

Interregional Innovation Investments (13) - strand EU

2a (Europe)
https://eismea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/interregi
ondl-innovation-investments-i3-instrument_en

Interregional Innovation Investments (13) - strand EU

2b Capacity Building (Europe)
Link: https://eismea.ec.europa.eu/funding-
opportunities/calls-proposals/i3-capacity-
building-call-2026-i3-2026-cap2b en

ESF+ — Employment and Social Innovation (Easl) EU

Strand (Europe)

Integration of
less-developed
regions into EU
value chains;
innovation
deployment;
smart economic
transformation

Regional
innovation
ecosystem
capacity;
investment
pipeline
development;
cluster/intermedi
ary capacity

Skills;
employment;

Interregional
consortia linked
to Smart
Specialisation
priorities

Targets:
Regional
ecosystems,
SMEs, innovation
intermediaries,
research/educat
ion actors

Applicants:
Eligible
interregional
partnerships

Targets: Public
authorities,
clusters,
innovation
intermediaries
and ecosystem
actors

Applicants: Call-
specific

Targets: Workers,
learners,

Value:  Active N/A

Call- instrument

specific

Co-

funding

: Call-

specific

Value:  Periodic Very strong
Call- calls conceptual fit
specific with COVE-
Co- EXSEE support
funding structures
:Call-

specific

Value:  Active Potential
Call- programme relevance

Territorial and
S3-related
requirements

apply

Focused on
capacity
building for
interregional
investment;
calls are time-
bound

Much narrower
than



Funding Programme Name

Relevant
Activities

Target Groups
& Eligibility

Funding Status

& Co-

Experience

funding

Challenges &
Consideratio
ns

Link: https://employment-social-

affairs.ec.europa.eu/policies-and-

activities/funding/european-social-fund-plus-

esf_en

Interreg Danube Region

Link: https://interreg-danube.eu/projects

Austria, 2
German
regions
(Baden-
Warttembe
rg and
Bayern),
Czech
Repubilic,
Slovak
Repubilic,
Slovenia,
Croatia,
Hungary,
Romania
and
Bulgaria
and 5 non-
EU
countries:
Bosnia and
Herzegovin
q,

workforce
transition; social
innovation;
inclusion;
innovative

training/employm

ent models

competitiveness
and sustainable
development of
the programme's
area through
innovation, green
transition, social
inclusion and
better regional
governance

vulnerable
groups,
employment
and training
organisations

Applicants: Call-
specific

Applicants:
Local, regional,
national public
bodies/ bodies
governed by
public law
(including EGTCs
in the meaning
of Article 2(16) of
Regulation (EU)
No 1303/2013)

International
organisations

Private bodies

specific
Co-
funding
: Call-
specific

Value: Upcoming  N/A
EUR

266

million

Co-

funding

“N/A

mainstream
ESF+; highly
call-specific

Limited area



Funding Programme Name Level / Relevant Target Groups Funding Status Experience Challenges &
Region Activities & Eligibility & Co- Consideratio

funding ns

Montenegr
0o, Moldova,
Serbia and
Ukraine.
(Europe)



Serbia

Funding Programme Name

Innovation Fund of the Republic of Serbia —

Smart Start
Link:

https://www.inovacionifond.rs/en

mart-start

Innovation Fund of the Republic of Serbia —
Collaborative Grant Scheme (Tehnoobnova /
R&D between Industry and Science)

Link:

https://www.inovacionifond.rs/en/programs

Science Fund of the Republic of Serbia — Green
Programme of Cooperation between Science

Nation
al
(Serbia

)

Nation
al
(Serbia

)

Nation
al

Relevant
Activities

Early-stage
product/service
development,
market
validation,
business model
design - aligned
with Serbid's
Smart
Specialisation
Strategy (incl.
ICT/Al, Future
Production)

Research and
development,
Digital
transformation,
Industry-
academia
collaboration,
applied research

Research and
development,

Target
Groups &
Eligibility

Targets: SMEs,
Student,
Trainers/Teache
rs (as founders
of spin-offs)

Applicants: Pre-
seed start-ups;
teams where
251% of
members are
residents of
Serbia

Targets: SMEs,
Industry, VET
centers, Schools
(as research
users)

Applicants:
Consortia of
companies with
public R&D
organisations
(universities,
institutes)

Targets: SMEs,
Industry, VET

Funding &
Co-
funding

Value: Up to
~RSD 7.4M
(~€63,000)
+ RSD
600,000
mentorship
voucher
Co-funding:
Min.10% in
cash from
private
sources

Value: Up to
~£500,000
per project
Co-funding:
Co-
financing
depending
on
company
size
(typically
30-60%)

Value: Up to
~£300,000

Status Experienc
e

Open (annual  No
call,

documentatio

n released

Aug 2025)

Recurrent No
calls (linked to
World Bank

SAIGE

programme

and Reform &
Growth

Facility)

Restricted No
(Phase Il open

Challenges &
Considerations

Targeted at very
early-stage start-
ups — useful as a
spin-out vehicle from
CoVE training rather
than for the CoVE
itself; small ticket size

Requires a registered
R&D organisation as
partner; reporting
and procurement
rules aligned with
World Bank
requirements

Phase-gated access;
sector focus on



Funding Programme Name

Relevant
Activities

Target
Groups &

Eligibility

Funding &
Co-
funding

Experienc Challenges &

e

Considerations

and Industry (Phase II)

Link: https://fondzanauku.gov.rs/?lang=en

Ministry of Science, Technological
Development and Innovation — EUREKA [
Eurostars (Serbian window)
https://nitra.gov.rs/en/nauka/finansiranje-

nauke

(Serbia

)

Nation
al
(Serbia

)

Green energy
transition,
commercialisatio
n of research
results, science—
industry
partnerships

Research and
development,
Digital
transformation,
transnational
industrial R&D

centers

Applicants:
Consortia of
accredited
research
organisations
and Serbian
companies
(Phase Il open
only to Phase |
beneficiaries)

Targets: SMEs,
Industry, VET
centers,
Trainers/Teache
rs

Applicants:
Serbian
companies and
research
organisations
participating in
EUREKA networks
projects with at
least one
partner from
another EUREKA
member
country

per project
Co-funding:
Industry
partner co-
financing
(typically
~20-30%)

Value:
National
contribution
up to
~£€300,000
per Serbian
partner per
project
Co-funding:

Min. 50% co-
financing for

company
applicants

only to Phase |
awardees, but
new Phase |
rounds
expected)

Open (annual
calls, typically
Ql-Q2)

No

green/clean tech
may not directly
cover all
welding/joining
activities

Requires building an
international
consortium under
EUREKA labels;
national funding
decisions made
independently per
country, which can
complicate timelines



Funding Programme Name

Interreg IPA ADRION 2021-2027 (Adriatic-lonian

Programme)

Link: https://www.interreg-ipa-adrion.eu/

Interreg Danube Region Programme 2021-2027
Link: https://interreg-danube.eu/

Level/ Relevant

Regio
n

Region
al
(Serbia

)

Region
al
(Serbia

)

Activities

Research and
development,
Education and

Training (skills for

smart
specialisation),
Digital
transformation,
Innovation

Research and
development,
Education and
Training, Digital
transformation,
Social inclusion,
Innovation -

Priority 1 (Smarter

Danube) most
relevant

Target
Groups &
Eligibility

Targets: VET
centers, SMEs,
Industry,
Trainers/Teache
rs

Applicants:
Public bodies,
NGOs,
education and
training
providers,
innovation
agencies, SMEs
from 10 partner
states (incl.
Serbia)

Targets: VET
centers, SMEs,
Industry,
Trainers/Teache
rs, Schools,
Student

Applicants:
Public bodies,
NGOs,
universities, VET
providers, SMEs
from 14 Danube
Region countries

Funding &
Co-
funding

Value: Max
EU
contribution
€1,200,000
per project
(85% co-
financing
rate)
Co-funding:
15% co-
financing
required
from each
partner

Value:
Typical
project size
€1.5M-€3M
EU
contribution
(80% co-
financing
rate for IPA
partners)
Co-funding:
20% co-

financing for

IPA partners

2nd Call
closed June
2025 -
evaluation
ongoing; 3rd
Call expected
late 2026

3rd Call
deadline 15
December
2025; 4th Call
expected
2026/2027

Experienc Challenges &

e

Yes

Yes

Considerations

Requires consortium
of 24 partners from 4
different countries in
the macro-region;
competitive (success
rate ~10-15%); 36-
month
implementation cap

Geography larger
and more
competitive than
ADRION;
transnational
consortium of 7+
partners typically
required; long
preparation and
evaluation cycles



Funding Programme Name

Level/ Relevant

Regio
n

Activities

Target
Groups &
Eligibility

Funding &
Co-
funding

Experienc Challenges &

e

Considerations

Western Balkans Fund (WBF) — Grants for
Grassroots Initiatives (8th Call) and MOVE
Grants

Link: https://westernbalkansfund.org/

Erasmus+ Centres of Vocational Excellence
(CoVE) — ERASMUS-EDU-2026-PEX-COVE

Link: https://erasmus-
plus.ec.europa.eu/programme-guide/part-

b/key-action-2/centres-vocational-
excellence

Region
al
(Serbia

)

EU
(Serbia

)

Education and
Training, Mobility,
Social inclusion,
regional
cooperation

Education and
Training,
Research and
development,
Mobility, Digital
transformation,
Green energy
transition, Social
inclusion

(incl. serbia)

Targets: VET
centers,
Trainers/Teache
rs, Student,
NGOs, schools

Applicants: Civil
society
organisations,
education and
training
providers, public
institutions in
the 6 Western
Balkans
economies

Targets: VET
centers, Schools,
SMEs, Industry,
Trainers/Teache
rs, Student

Applicants:
Consortia of 28
organisations
from 24 EU MS or
Programme-
associated
countries; VET

(incl. serbia)

Value: Up to
€15,000 per
regional
grant
(Grants for
Grassroots
Initiatives);
MOVE
Grants
smaller
scale
Co-funding:
No formal
co-
financing
required

Value: Up to
€4M per
project
(lump sum)
Co-funding:
Lump-sum
grant - no
separate
co-
financing
rate, but
partner own
contribution

Open (8th Call

open until 20
April 2026)

Open (Call

published Nov
2025; deadline

3 September
2026)

No

Yes

Small ticket size —
good for outreach,
dissemination, soft-
skills activities, but
not for infrastructure
or substantial
training; requires
partners from at
least 2 other WB
economies

Highly competitive
(success rate ~15—
20%); already core
programme for PI-
FORWARD -
sustainability
requires
diversification
beyond CoVE; lump-
sum management
requires careful work
package design



Funding Programme Name

Level/ Relevant

Regio
n

Activities

Target
Groups &
Eligibility

Funding &
Co-
funding

Status

Experienc
e

Challenges &
Considerations

Erasmus+ Capacity Building in VET — Western
Balkans (CB-VET) — ERASMUS-EDU-2026-CB-
VET-WB
https://www.eacea.ec.europa.eu/funding-
opportunities _en

Erasmus+ Cooperation Partnerships and
Small-scale Partnerships in VET (KA220-VET /
KA210-VET)

Link: https://erasmus-
plus.ec.europa.eu/opportunities/opportunities

EU
(Serbia

)

EU
(Serbia

)

Education and
Training, Mobility,
Digital
transformation,
Social inclusion,
capacity building
of VET institutions

Education and
Training, Digital
transformation,
Social inclusion,
Mobility,

providers,
companies,
public
authorities, HEIs,
research
institutes

Targets: VET
centers, Schools,
Trainers/Teache
rs, Student

Applicants:
Partnerships of
organisations
from EUMS /|
Programme-
associated
countries and
third countries
not associated
to the
Programme;
must include 21
secondary-level
VET provider

Targets: VET
centers, Schools,
SMEs, Industry,
Trainers/Teache
rs, Student

typical

Value: Max
€500,000
per project
Co-funding:
No
mandatory
co-
financing
rate;
typically
100% of
eligible
costs
covered up
to ceiling

Value:
KA220-VET:
€120,000—
€400,000;
KA210-VET:

Open (Call
published

2026, deadline

expected
mid-2026;
check FT&P
portal)

Open (annual

calls
managed by
National
Agencies;

No

Yes

Eligibility for Western
Balkans window
depends on Serbia's
status (currently
associated to
Erasmus+ as
Programme
country); single org
cannot coordinate >2
proposals

Lower ticket size than
CoVE; managed via
Tempus Foundation
in Serbia — familiar
process; useful as



Funding Programme Name

Relevant
Activities

Target
Groups &

Eligibility

Funding &
Co-
funding

Experienc Challenges &

e

Considerations

—for—orgonisotions[cooperotion—omong—

organisations-and-institutions

Erasmus+ Alliances for Innovation (KA2 — Lot I:
HE-VET-business; Lot 2: Sectoral Skills)

Link: https://erasmus-
lus.ec.europa.eu/o
-for-organisations/innovation-co-

operation/alliances-innovation

ortunities/opportunities

Horizon Europe — Widening Participation and
Strengthening the European Research Area
(WIDERA) — Twinning, Hop-On Facility, ERA
Chairs, Excellence Hubs

EU
(Serbia

)

EU
(Serbia

)

curriculum
development

Research and
development,
Education and
Training, Digital
transformation,
sectoral
upskilling/reskillin
9, Industry-
academia
collaboration

Research and
development,
Digital
transformation,

Applicants: Min.
3 organisations
from 3
Programme
countries
(KA220); 2
organisations
from 2 countries
(kA210)

Targets: VET
centers,
Industry, SMEs,
Trainers/Teache
rs, Student

Applicants: Lot 1:
28 partners from
24 MS incl. HEls,
VET providers,
businesses; Lot
2: 212 partners
from 28 MS incl.
social partners,
sectoral
representatives

Targets: VET
centers (as
research-active
organisations),

€30,000 or
€60,000
lump sum
Co-funding:
Lump-sum /[
grant — no
separate
co-
financing
rate

Value: Lot T:
up to €1.5M
per project;
Lot 2: up to
€4M per
project
(Blueprint)
Co-funding:
Lump-sum
grant

Value:
Twinning: up
to €1.5M;
Hop-On:

2026
deadlines

March/Octobe

r)

Open (annual
call; deadline

typically
Feb/March)

Open (WP

2026-2027
published;
calls

Yes

Yes

‘maintenance’
funding between
large CoVE projects

Sectoral Skills
(Blueprint) ideal for
welding/manufacturi
ng but very
competitive; requires
strong sectoral
coverage -
complementary to
PI-FORWARD CoVE as
a follow-up vehicle

Requires building
partnerships with
top-tier EU
institutions; success



Funding Programme Name

Relevant
Activities

Target
Groups &

Eligibility

Funding & Experienc
Co- e

funding

Challenges &
Considerations

Link: https://research-and-
innovotion.ec.europo.euqunding[funding—

opportunities/funding-programmes-and-

open-calls/horizon-europe/widening-

participation-and-strengthening-european-

research-area en

Horizon Europe — Cluster 4 (Digital, Industry &
Space) and MSCA Staff Exchanges / Doctoral

Networks

Link: https://research-and-

innovation.ec.europc.eu[funding[funding—
opportunitiesqunding—progrommes—ond—
open—colls[horizon—europe en

EU
(Serbia

)

networking with
leading EU
research
institutions

Research and
development,
Digital
transformation,
Al, advanced
manufacturing,
Mobility
(researchers),
Industry-
academia
exchange

Industry, SMEs,
Trainers/Teache
rs

Applicants:
Serbia is eligible
as a Widening
country —
Serbian
organisations
can coordinate
Twinning, Hop-
On, ERA Chairs,
Excellence Hubs

Targets: VET
centers,
Industry, SMEs,
Trainers/Teache
rs, Student
(PhD/postdoc)

Applicants:
Serbia fully
associated to
Horizon Europe
— Serbian
organisations
can apply /
coordinate on
equal terms

€200,000—-
€600,000;
ERA Chairs:
€15-€2.5M;
Excellence
Hubs: €1.5-
€4.5M
Co-funding:
100%
funding rate
for non-
profit; 70%
for for-profit
(rRIA)

staggered
through 2026
and 2027)

Open (rolling  Yes
calls under WP
2026-2027)

Value:
Cluster 4
RIA/IA:
typical €2-
€10M per
project;
MSCA Staff
Exchanges:
~€1M;
Doctoral
Networks:
~€3M
Co-funding:
100%
funding rate
for non-
profit; 70%

rates 15-25%
depending on
scheme; reporting
load is significant

Highly competitive;
typically requires
consortia of 5+
partners across MS;
long proposal
preparation (6+
months); reporting
and audit-heavy



Funding Programme Name

Relevant
Activities

Target
Groups &

Eligibility

Funding & Status Experienc
Co- e

funding

Challenges &
Considerations

Digital Europe Programme (DIGITAL) —
Advanced Digital Skills, Al, European Digital
Innovation Hubs (EDIHS)

Link: https://digital-
strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/activities/digital-
programme

Single Market Programme (SMP) — COSME
pillar (SME competitiveness) and Enterprise
Europe Network

Link: https:[[single—morket—
economy.ec.europa.euZsmes en

EU
(Serbia

)

EU
(Serbia

)

Digital
transformation,
Education and
Training
(advanced
digital skills), Al,
cybersecurity

Education and
Training
(entrepreneurshi
p), Mobility
(Erasmus for
Young
Entrepreneurs),
Digital
transformation,
internationalisati

Targets: VET
centers,
Industry, SMEs,
Trainers/Teache
rs, Student

Applicants:
Serbia is
associated to
DIGITAL —
Serbian
organisations
can participate;
for EDIH actions,
designation by
national
authorities is
required

Targets: SMEs,
Industry,
Trainers/Teache
rs (as mentors)

Applicants:
Serbia
participates in
COSME pillar
and is part of

for for-profit
(1A actions)

Open (annual  No
Work

Programmes;

calls under WP
2025-2027
ongoing)

Value:
Typical
project size
€IM-€20M;
Al testing
facilities
and EDIHs at
higher end
Co-funding:
Co-
financing
rates 50%
(most
actions) to
100%
(Specific
Objective 4
- Skills)

Value: Open (roling  No

Variable: calls)
from small

mobility

grants

(€1,000-

€10,000 per
entrepreneu

r) to larger

calls €IM-

Co-financing
requirementis a
barrier (50% in many
cases); EDIH route
requires national
designation process

Most relevant for SME
beneficiaries; useful
as a complementary
stream to engage
company partners of
the CoVE



Funding Programme Name

Level/ Relevant

Regio
n

Activities

Target
Groups &
Eligibility

Funding & Status Experienc
Co- e

funding

Challenges &
Considerations

on

Enterprise
Europe Network
through CCI
Serbia and RAS

€5M
Co-funding:
Co-
financing
typically
50-75%



Turkiye

Funding Programme Name

KOSGEB
Link:

https://www.kosgeb.gov.tr/site/tr/genel/destekdetay/7664/arge

-—urge-ve-inovasyon-destek-programi

TUBITAK

Link: https://tubitak.gov.tr/tr/destekler/akademik/ulusal-destek-

programiari

TUBITAK

Link: https:[Ztubitok.gov.tr[tr[destekler[sanoyi[ulusol—destek—

programiari

National
(Turkiye

)

National
(Turkiye

)

National
(Turkiye

Relevant
Activities

innovation,
infrastructure
, research
and
development
etc.

innovation,
infrastructure
, research
and
development
etc.

innovation,
infrastructure
,research
and
development
etc.

Target
Groups &
Eligibility

Targets:
SMEs, VET
providers,
universities,
public
bodies,

Applicants:
Companies

Targets:
SMEs, VET
providers,
universities,
public
bodies,

Applicants:
Research
and
developmen
t centers and
HE

Targets:
SMEs, VET
providers,
universities,
public
bodies,

Fundin Statu

g&Co- s
funding

Value: Open

N/A
Co-
funding:
N/A

Value: Open

N/A
Co-
funding:
N/A

Value: Open

N/A
Co-
funding:
N/A

Experienc
e

N/A

N/A

N/A

Challenges &
Consideration
s

N/A

N/A

N/A



Funding Programme Name

Level/ Relevant

Region Activities

Target
Groups &
Eligibility

Fundin Statu Experienc
g&Co- s e
funding

Challenges &
Consideration
[

Horizon Europe

Link: https://research-and-

innovotion.ec.europo.euqunding[funding—
opportunities[funding—progrommes—ond—open—coIIsZhorizon—

europe_en

EU innovation,

(Turkiye infrastructure

) , research
and
development
etc.

Applicants:
Companies

Targets:
SMEs, VET
providers,
universities,
public
bodies,

Applicants:
Companies,
training
providers,
public
institutions,

partnerships

Value: Open  N/A
N/A

Co-

funding:

N/A

N/A



Italy

Funding Programme Relevant Target Groups & Funding & Co- Status Experience Challenges &

Name Activities Considerations

BANDO DIANA (Defence
Innovation Accelerator
for the North Atlantic) —
Challenge Call 2026

Call4INNOVIT 2026:
accelerazione per startup
e PMl italiane verso la
Silicon Valley

Formazione gratuita per
le imprese del territorio

Open Call ELEVATEX per la
digitalizzazione delle PMI
nel settore tessile

C4B Open Call:
finanziamenti per
progetti pilota nella
bioeconomia circolare

Bandi Europei per R&S&I
‘Clean Industrial Deal’

National
(italy)

National
(italy)

National
(italy)

National
(italy)

National
(italy)

National
(italy)

Training

Training

Training

Digital

Infrastructure

Infrastructure

Eligibility

Targets: Ricerca e
innovazione

Applicants: Companies

Targets: Ricerca e
Innovazione; Start Up

Applicants: Companies

Targets: Formazione;
Digitalizzazione

Applicants: Companies

Targets: Ricerca e
Innovazione;
Digitalizzazione

Applicants: Companies

Targets: Ricerca e
Innovazione;
Sostenibilitd; Ambiente
ed Energia

Applicants: Companies

Targets: Ricerca e
Innovazione; Ambiente
ed Energia; Sostenibilita

funding

Value: N/A
Co-funding: YES

Value: N/A
Co-funding: YES

Value: N/A
Co-funding: YES

Value: N/A
Co-funding: YES

Value: N/A
Co-funding: YES

Value: N/A
Co-funding: YES

3 luglio 2026

21 luglio 2026

31luglio 2026

31luglio 2026

14 agosto
2026

15 settembre
2026

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A



Funding Programme
Name

European Defence Fund -

EDF 2026

Agevolazioni regionali
per progetti di ricerca e
sviluppo

Seconda Open Call
MANTRA

Bandi Life 2025

Agevolazioni camerali
nuove PMI - Modena

Agevolazioni camerali
sistemi di sicurezza -
Modena

National
(italy)

Regional
(italy)

National
(italy)

EU
(italy)

Regional
(italy)

National
(italy)

Relevant
Activities

Infrastructure

Infrastructure

Infrastructure

Infrastructure

Mobility

Mobility

Target Groups &

Eligibility

Applicants: Companies

Targets: Ricerca e
Innovazione

Applicants: Companies

Targets: Ricerca e
Innovazione

Applicants: Companies

Targets: Ricerca e
Innovazione;
Digitalizzazione

Applicants: Companies

Targets: Ricerca e
Innovazione;
Sostenibilitd; Ambiente
ed Energia

Applicants: Companies

Targets: Ricerca e
Innovazione

Applicants: Companies

Targets: Salute e
Sicurezza; Ricerca e
Innovazione

Funding & Co-

funding

Value: N/A
Co-funding: YES

Value: N/A
Co-funding: YES

Value: N/A
Co-funding: YES

Value: N/A
Co-funding: YES

Value: N/A
Co-funding: YES

Value: N/A
Co-funding: YES

29 settembre
2026

30 settembre
2026

30 settembre
2026

settembre
2026

2 ottobre
2026

20 novembre
2026

Experience

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Challenges &
Considerations

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A



Funding Programme
Name

SIMEST Energia per la
competitivitd
internazionale

Agevolazioni camerali
nuove PMI giovanili -
Ferrara

Agevolazioni camerali
PMI giovanili <3 anni -
Ferrara

BERS Fondo ENEF II

Agevolazioni nazionali
investimenti imprese
esportatrici

SIMEST Competitivita
imprese e filiere in
America

National
(italy)

National
(italy)

National
(italy)

National
(italy)

National
(italy)

National
(italy)

Relevant
Activities

Infrastructure

Mobility

Mobility

Infrastructure

Infrastructure

Mobility

Target Groups &
Eligibility

Applicants: Companies
Targets: Liquiditg;

Digitalizzazione;
Ambiente ed Energia

Applicants: Companies

Targets: Ricerca e
Innovazione

Applicants: Companies

Targets: Ricerca e
Innovazione

Applicants: Companies

Targets:
Internazionalizzazione

Applicants: Companies
Targets: Liquiditg;

Ambiente ed Energia;
Digitalizzazione

Applicants: Companies

Targets:
Internazionalizzazione

Applicants: Companies

Funding & Co-

funding

Value: N/A
Co-funding: YES

Value: N/A
Co-funding: YES

Value: N/A
Co-funding: YES

Value: N/A
Co-funding: YES

Value: N/A
Co-funding: YES

Value: N/A
Co-funding: YES

3l dicembre
2026 (salvo

esaurimento
risorse)

22 gennaio
2027 (salvo
esaurimento)

22 gennaio
2027 (salvo
esaurimento)

anno 2027

Fino a
esaurimento
risorse

Fino a
esaurimento
risorse

Experience

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Challenges &
Considerations

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A



Funding Programme Relevant Target Groups & Funding & Co- Experience Challenges &
Name Activities Eligibility funding Considerations
SIMEST nuova misura National Mobility Targets: Value: N/A Fino a N/A N/A
Africa (italy) Internazionalizzazione Co-funding: YES  esaurimento
risorse
Applicants: Companies
SIMEST Affiancamento National Infrastructure Targets: Value: N/A Fino a N/A N/A
strategico mercato (italy) Internazionalizzazione Co-funding: YES ~ esaurimento
indiano risorse
Applicants: Companies
SIMEST Inserimento National Mobility Targets: Value: N/A Fino a N/A N/A
mercati (italy) Internazionalizzazione Co-funding: YES  esaurimento
risorse
Applicants: Companies
SIMEST Commercio National Infrastructure Targets: Value: N/A Fino a N/A N/A
elettronico (italy) Internazionalizzazione Co-funding: YES esaurimento
risorse
Applicants: Companies
SIMEST Fiere ed Eventi Nationall Mobility Targets: Value: N/A Fino a N/A N/A
(italy) Internazionalizzazione Co-funding: YES esaurimento
risorse
Applicants: Companies
SIMEST Temporary National Infrastructure Targets: Value: N/A Fino a N/A N/A
Manager (italy) Internazionalizzazione; Co-funding: YES esaurimento
Sostenibilitd; risorse
Digitalizzazione
Applicants: Companies
SIMEST Certificazioni e Nationall Infrastructure Targets: Value: N/A Fino a N/A N/A
consulenze (italy) Internazionalizzazione; Co-funding: YES ~ esaurimento




Funding Programme
Name

Nuova Misura SIMEST per
gli Stati Uniti

Nuova Sabatini

Horizon Europe EIC
Accelerator

Relevant
Activities

National Infrastructure
(italy)
National Infrastructure
(italy)
EU Infrastructure
(italy)

Target Groups &
Eligibility

Sostenibilitd;
Digitalizzazione

Applicants: Companies

Targets:
Internazionalizzazione

Applicants: Companies

Targets: Ricerca e
Innovazione

Applicants: Companies

Targets: Ricerca e
Innovazione; Startup

Applicants: Companies

Funding & Co-

funding

Value: N/A
Co-funding: YES

Value: N/A
Co-funding: YES

Value: N/A
Co-funding: YES

Experience Challenges &
Considerations

risorse

Non ha N/A N/A
scadenza

Non ha N/A N/A
scadenza

Non ha N/A N/A
scadenza



